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ma�ers... 

Have you seen the cute ducks that are appearing 
ahead of the BCA Duck Race on Easter Saturday?  

This year you have a choice of red, orange, yellow, black, green, pink 
or blue to choose from – how cool is that?

This year’s colourful duck race is being 
sponsored by the established village estate 
agent, Laurent Residential, to whom the BCA 
is extremely grateful. Laurent Residential 
is also celebrating its 25th year of agency 
presence in Barnes.

Ducks, which cost £5, are available to buy in 
advance from Laurent Residential at Essex 
Lodge, Barnes High Street, from the BCA at 
Rose House and from Natsons newsagent 
in Church Road. They will also be on sale on 
Barnes Green immediately prior to the race.

‘Quack-off’ is on Saturday 31st March at 
12 noon, upstream from the bridge over 
Beverley Brook, but make sure you arrive 
in plenty of time to customise your duck 
at Wurkshop’s stand (wurkshop.co.uk). All 
entrants will receive a small Easter egg and 

there will be prizes for the owners of the first, second and third-placed ducks.

Second Mortlake Scouts, together with Tim Grebot and Mike Dixon from St Mary Barnes 
Scouts, will be helping organise the actual race, and we are grateful to them and also to the 
Friends of Barnes Common who prepare the course ahead of the event. Russell, the Barnes 
Green Keeper, and White Rabbit will be in attendance to help everything go with a swing.

Following the main event, there is another race to look forward to, when ducks dressed 
by our brilliant local businesses take to the water. Make sure you stay to see these larger 
ducks compete against each other in another exciting race.

So don’t delay, choose a duck today, and come on down to Beverley Brook for a fun 
family day out. 

Small Ads
Please note that from 
the March 2018 issue 
the cost of placing 

an advert in Prospect has increased to 
£1 per word, minimum £10. Copy – 
lineage only, maximum 30 words – with 
payment, must reach the BCA at Rose 
House by the 10th of the month, and 
we reserve the right to refuse to accept 
any advert submitted.

Which colour will you 
choose?

Calling all exhibitors 
If you are interested in exhibiting at 
Barnes Fair on Saturday 14th July, then 
please contact us in March; we will mail 
2017 exhibitors first before speaking to 
potential new companies. 

Also, applications to this year’s BCA 
Barnes Food Fair are now open! The date 
is Saturday 15th September and if you are 
interested in taking a stand at this popular 
foodie event, please contact us – you will 
find more information at barnes-ca.org. 

More details about both events will 
be revealed over the next few months 
in Prospect and via our social media 
accounts – do follow us on 
Twitter at @barnescommassoc or 
Instagram at @barnesfairs.

Charlotte Sharpe-Neal

Ben and Holly try to make up their minds
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Once again 
Barnes 
turned out its 

cupboards, its attics, its sheds 
and its garages to stock the 
many different stalls at the 
BCA Jumble Sale in October 
last year. And what a sale 
it was, netting an amazing 
£7,165.79!

Recently, volunteers and 
partner organisations came 
together socially when Nicki 
Urquhart, BCA vice-chairman, 
presented cheques to local 
schools and youth groups 
to thank them for their help 
in making the event such a 
success. Prospect thought 
readers might be interested in 
learning how recipients plan to spend their money. 

St Osmund’s School will put their money towards new laptops, while Lowther School needs iPads for its classrooms. Barnes Primary 
will use theirs to buy books, outdoor equipment and washable pens – hoping to avoid indelible ink marks on school uniforms!   
St. Mary Magdalene’s will put its money towards refurbishing part of the playground used by Reception children. 

The St Mary Barnes Scout Group will add the money to the proceeds of their own jumble sale in the hope that it will cover the cost of 
redecorating both the inside and outside of the scout hut in Queen Elizabeth Walk. When the better weather comes Barnes Guides 
also intend to repaint the outside of their hall, while Second Mortlake Scouts are considering their options.

The BCA is extremely grateful to all those who work so hard year after year to make the jumble sale such a success. Thank you very 
much indeed. The next sale will take place on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th October this year, when we look forward to seeing you.

Jumble Sale proceeds put to good use

Do you have expertise in the 
Not-for-Profit sector?
On Saturday 28th April, between 10am and 2pm, the BCA 
will be hosting this annual event at the OSO Arts Centre, 
Barnes Green where local NFP societies, clubs and charities 
have the opportunity to showcase to the public what they 
get up to, network with similar organisations and attract new 
members and volunteers. 

As part of the programme we hope to run a short interactive 
session for participants between 2.30 and 3.30pm, after the 
main event has finished. The focus of the discussions this year 
will be issues around volunteering and fundraising in the NFP 
sector. We need someone with expertise in this area to run 
this session.

If that sounds like you, and you would be happy to give 
an hour of your time to share some motivational pearls of 
wisdom and lead the discussions in a relaxed environment 
over some pizza and a glass of wine, we would love to hear 
from you!

Please email Bobby Crabtree, Project Manager, Societies and 
Volunteers Open Day, at bobby.findlay@btinternet.com.

The Barnes Fashion team is looking for more volunteers 
to help get ready for this year’s Charity Fashion Show on 
Wednesday 10th – Thursday 11th October. In particular, a 
volunteer is needed who can maintain and develop the website 
barnescharityfashionshow.com.

Are you a Wordpress expert? Would you like to use your web 
development skills to help the local community?  This is a great 
opportunity for someone with a passion for fashion to dress our 
site to strut its stuff for every season of the year. 

The Barnes Fashion team are keen to make the site a hub for 
content from all of our participating retailers in SW13 and to 
make it a destination from our @BarnesFashion social accounts. 

From August each year it also becomes a more transactional 
site as we sell tickets for our October events and promote our 
wonderful sponsors. You will be required to attend meetings 
mostly on weekday mornings, between May and October. If you 
have a few hours to spare, please get in touch.

For more information please email Isobel at  
isobel.woolf@btinternet.com.

Isobel Woolf
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Changes in our shopping areas

After many months of negotiation 
with the planning team at the Council, 
Jo Higlett, the entrepreneurial owner 
of Clifford Studios, has been granted 
planning permission to transform the 
former Castlenau Tiles site – on the corner 
opposite the Red Lion pub – into a dance 
studio and dance equipment shop. This is 
a really exciting new offer for the Barnes 
retail scene and we look forward to Jo’s 
new business opening at last!

We are still trying to fill several empty 
retail sites on White Hart Lane. There are 
a number of successful independents on 
White Hart Lane, which make it a really 
attractive prospect for new businesses, 
giving them a chance to test their offerings 
locally. Rents are lower than anywhere 
in Barnes and many sites fall below the 
business rates threshold. 

Word on the street is that the former 
Chatterton’s site has been let fairly quickly 
and that a new business will be opening up 
shortly. Watch this space!

Town Team project update
If you haven’t already penned your letter 
to London Mayor Sadiq Khan about the 
22 bus, do not fear. There is still time to 
get your letter in the post to ask for an 
extension of the 22 bus to Barnes when 
Hammersmith Bridge is closed. 

The good news is that if you don’t have 
time to draft the letter yourself, we have 
written a letter for you and you can find it 
on our website at bringthe22bustobarnes.
com. Click on Updates and scroll down 
past the first two Hammersmith Bridge 
items to find the letter. If you prefer, you 
can pick up a hard copy of the letter to top 
and tail yourself from Rose House.

New plastics campaign for Barnes
The subject of plastics is at the top of 
the agenda at the moment nationally and 
inevitably it is the topic of conversation 
among Barnes residents. We are setting 
up a team of volunteers to look at how 
the Barnes community can reduce plastic 

pollution and keep our parks, streets and 
river clean. 

The team will be working with local 
businesses to encourage them to reduce 
plastic waste and with residents and 
schools to help them understand how they 
can do their bit for the environment and 
clean up Barnes at the same time. Please 
contact me (emma@barnes-ca.org) if you 
would like to get involved in this exciting 
campaign.

Crime in Barnes
Crime in Barnes is on the rise, both against 
residents and against local businesses. 
Over the last few months Londis and 
McColls in particular have been targeted. 
We are working closely with the Police and 
the Council to do what we can to support 
businesses. 

We can all do more to help ourselves by 
remembering not to leave anything on 
show in our cars and by tightening up our 
security at home. 

For those of you who want to find out 
more about how to protect yourself from 
crime, there is a free event at Twickenham 
stadium on fraud and scams organised by 
the police. At this event you will hear from 
the Police Commissioner, Cressida Dick, 
about courier scams and ATM security, and 
how to protect yourself against common 
frauds and from cyber scams. The event  
is on Saturday 10th March from  
10am-2pm. There is no need to book. For 
more information call: 8247 5826. (See p5)

The power of community
Great news!  You will remember that last 
year an independent phone company 
applied for planning permission for 
three new phone boxes at various sites 
across the village. It was very clear that 
these phone boxes were intended solely 
to generate advertising revenue. They 
were turned down by the Council and 
the company appealed this decision. The 
Planning Inspector has now investigated 
the applications and has refused the 
appeal on all three. 

Several hundred residents objected to the 
proposal and there is no doubt that this 
strength of feeling will have contributed 
to the Inspector’s decision. Thank you for 
your support!

Environment Group update
The new Environment Group had its first 
meeting in January and reviewed progress 
with a wide range of projects to protect 
the environment of Barnes. However, we 
are missing the input of the experienced 
and dedicated Ben Mackworth-Praed and 
we need some help formulating the BCA’s 
response to planning applications. 

If you are a retired town planner or have 
some planning experience and would 
be interested in helping us keep Barnes 
special, please do get in touch with the 
new Chair of the Environment Group, 
Raphael Zachary-Younger at raphael@
barnes-ca.org. The next meeting of the 
Environment Group is on Monday 12th 
March at 2pm at Rose House. All BCA 
members are welcome.

And finally, are you tripping over the 
pavements in your street?  The Council’s 
Community Pavement Repair Fund is 
open for nominations. You can nominate 
pavements that need repair in your area 
on the Council’s website until Friday 9th 
March. Visit richmond.gov.uk/fund.

Emma Robinson 
Barnes Town Centre Manager

Town Centre Manager news

Membership fees 
We would like to thank all those who have already renewed their membership of the BCA for 2018 and remind 
other readers that fees became due on 1st January. If you have not yet done so, please take a few minutes to 
renew as soon as possible. 

Do join or re-join Barnes Community Association and be part of the wonderful projects, work and activities we undertake. For 
further details, please see the BCA website, barnes-ca.org, email membership@barnes-ca.org, call 8878 2359 or visit Rose House, 
Barnes High Street.

Also, print copies of Prospect will continue to be produced for BCA members, but if you would prefer to receive your Prospect by 
email do let the office know. Contact info@barnes-ca.org or call 8878 2359.

Ben Mackworth-Praed hands over to 
Raphael Zachary-Younger 
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Barnes in Bloom needs your help!
The BCA Environment Group is setting up a gardening service for disabled and infirm residents in our community. They 
will be known as Barnes Community Gardeners and will mow, weed, plant, prune and tidy garden frontages. The front 
gardens of Barnes are, on the whole, very well looked after, but for those who are struggling to keep up with rampant 

plant growth help could very soon be at hand.

We hope to attract a team of keen volunteer gardeners, not necessarily more expert than in managing their own gardens, to give a few 
hours a month to help us keep Barnes litter-free, attractive to wildlife and even more colourful throughout the year. We are also seeking 
donations of unused garden tools and equipment, which we will maintain and store.

If you feel that you could help with this project and with other ideas that we are working on, then please get in touch with:  
raphael@barnes-ca.org or nicki@barnes-ca.org.

Barnes Common litter collection day 
The Annual Barnes Common litter collection day will be held on 
Sunday 18th March. Meeting points will be at Rocks Lane Car Park 
SW13 0DG and the Vine Road Pavilion SW13 0NE from 10am-1pm. 

This community event is 
organised by the Friends of 
Barnes Common, with assistance 
from the St Mary’s Scout Group. 
This is a great chance to get 
out on the Common, catch up 
with neighbours – and meet 
new ones!  All matter of litter 
is collected from all parts of 
the Common and everyone is 
rewarded with refreshments in 
exchange for their full bin liners. 
Protective gloves and litter picks will be provided.

For further details please contact enquiries@barnescommon.org.uk or visit  
barnescommon.org.uk/volunteering-programme/work-parties, which is also the best place to 
find up-to-date information about any changes to plan.

We look forward to seeing you on 18th March. 

Barnes Tidy Towpath Group
Members of the Barnes Tidy Towpath Group are 
passionate about our local environment, recognising the 
need to look after the beautiful surroundings that we 
are lucky enough to enjoy.

A few regular towpath users, inspired by the actions of 
a wonderful lady who had hung up bin liners at a litter 
hotspot near Hammersmith Bridge, started picking 
up litter along the towpath. Gradually, they met other 
like-minded individuals, engaging with passers-by and 
discussing ways to reduce the litter problem on the 
towpath and foreshore. 

Despite their best efforts, littering continued and the tide relentlessly brought more rubbish 
to the foreshore. But they were heartened by the help received from organisations such as 
the BCA, which supplied litter-picks; Richmond Council, which provided more litter-picks plus 
gloves and bags and installed new bins on the towpath by Ferry Lane and at Small Profit Dock 
gardens; and by the response of many local residents, including one who, hearing of their need 
for a carriage to shift the mounting bags of rubbish, found a great use for her disused dog trailer. 
South West London Environmental Network helped set up the group website and email, and 
continues to work with them. 

Some people collect litter in their own time while others prefer to do so as part of a group. The 
Tidy Towpath Group have, therefore, established a regular weekly opportunity to meet with 
like-minded people. They would like to hear your ideas on how to reduce, recycle and eliminate 
the litter around us, protect the environment and the habitats of a diverse number of species 
and make a positive contribution for generations to come.

For further information, please Google Barnes Tidy Towpath Group or email 
barnestidytowpathgroup@gmail.com.

Celebrate 
with Butterfly 
Conservation
Celebrate 50 years of 
saving butterflies and 
moths as Butterfly 
Conservation marks this 
anniversary by holding 
a Conservation Day of 
Action with events all over the country.

They are partnering with Friends 
of Barnes Common to run a day of 
activities on Saturday 10th March on 
the Common to encourage people to 
explore the wildlife on their doorstep:

• From 10am – information stall on 
Barnes Green near the Farmers’ 
Market

• 11.30am and 2.30pm – guided walks 
across the Common to describe the 
wildlife that can be seen through the 
season. Led by Mike Hildesley

• 10am and 1pm – conservation work 
parties led by Will Dartnell. Booking 
advised – contact Bill Downey by 
email at billdowney@sky.com 

• Children’s activities, including a fun 
butterfly trail across the Common near 
the OSO (without crossing roads)

Barnes Common is one of the best 
places for butterflies in central London. 
Remarkably, 26 species of butterfly 
have been seen on the Common, 
thanks to the efforts of local volunteers. 
One of the specialities is the Marbled 
White (pictured), which is usually seen 
only on unimproved grassland.

For more information email Simon 
Saville, Chair of the Surrey & SW London 
Branch of Butterfly Conservation at: 
simon.saville@gmail.com. 
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Barnes Choir is contributing two very 
different Requiems to this year’s Barnes 
Music Festival at St Mary’s, Church Road, 
Barnes on Saturday 24th March at 7.30pm. 

The first is the famous one written by 
Mozart – or at least he wrote most of it. 
A Viennese aristocrat, later suspected of 
intending to pass it off as his own work, 
commissioned it secretly. Unfortunately, 
Mozart died before it was completed. 
That was left to a close associate, Franz 
Süssmayer, whose version, although 
controversial, is still considered the 
‘traditional’ one and remains the basis of all 
subsequent revisions. 

Like the other great requiems of the past by composers such as 
Verdi and Berlioz, Mozart interpreted the sacred requiem text 
literally, offering prayers of salvation for the departed, whose souls 
are assumed to be in purgatory awaiting judgment. 

Howard Goodall’s work, Eternal Light, is a very different matter. 
It is intended to provide solace to the grieving, reflecting on 
the words of the Latin Mass by juxtaposing them with poems in 

English. For Goodall, a modern requiem is “…
one that acknowledges the unbearable loss and 
emptiness that accompanies the death of loved 
ones…. This, like Brahms’, is a requiem for the 
living, addressing their suffering and endurance, 
a requiem focusing on the consequences of interrupted lives.”

Goodall’s music may be familiar to 
listeners, without knowing it, because of 
the theme tunes he composed for several 
popular BBC comedy series, including 
Mr Bean and The Vicar of Dibley. He is 
an Emmy, Brit and Bafta award-winning 
composer and writer and presenter of 
the BBC2 series Howard Goodall’s Story 
of Music. Eternal Life: A Requiem was 
first performed in 2008 on the 90th 

anniversary of the end of World War One, and included a version 
for dance with Ballet Rambert. He is also a Barnes resident.

Tickets are available from tickets@barneschoir.org, 07793 199 546 or 
at barneschoir.org.uk/tickets.

Adults £15, concs £10, children under 12 go free

Oratorio Weekend at the Barnes Music Festival
At the centre of this month’s Barnes Music Festival is a special Oratorio Weekend with 
Haydn’s The Creation on Friday 16th March, followed by Handel’s Messiah on Saturday 
17th March. These are two of the most positive, heart-warming and life-affirming works 
in the choral repertoire. 

It was Haydn’s encounter with Handel and a performance of Messiah in Westminster 
Abbey that sowed the seed for his most famous work, The Creation. The Festival 
performance is given by the renowned Tiffin Boys’ Choir (pictured), which is one of the 
busiest boys’ choirs in the world, performing regularly on the BBC and at the Royal 
Opera House. Messiah is performed by the talented Fulham Camerata and both works are 
conducted by Festival Artistic Director, James Day. 

Festival brochures with full details of the 30 concerts taking place during the Festival are 
available at the BCA, Barnes High Street, St Mary’s Church, Barnes and Chestertons, as 
well as online. 

Special joint tickets for the two oratorios, as well as tickets for all Festival events, are 
available from barnesmusicfestival.com and at Chestertons Estate Agents offices in 
Barnes and East Sheen.

Barnes Choir sings Mozart and Goodall  

Community news
Join police officers and detectives for 
a free crime prevention talk, hosted by 
Richmond police and including advice on 
all things fraud. 

Met Commissioner Cressida Dick and TV 
presenter Gloria Hunniford will be among 
those discussing how to avoid being the 
victim of fraud. 

Presentations at the event will include 
information on courier scams and ATM 
security, as well as information on 
guarding against common fraud and 
cyber scams.

Twickenham Stadium 
Saturday 10th March  
10am – 2pm 
Free entry, booking not required

Get your tickets for 
Richmond’s Music and 
Drama Festival 2018
Richmond’s talented theatrical 
community will put on a three-week 
extravaganza from Thursday 1st to 
Tuesday 20th March as the latest Music 
and Drama Festival kicks off. 

Among the highlights will be Barnes 
Community Players performing a triple 
bill of Alan Bennett one-act plays – Say 
Something Happened, Green Forms and A 
Visit from Miss Protheroe. 

More details of the Festival are available 
at richmond.gov.uk/musicanddrama. 
Tickets on sale now! 
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One of Britain’s best loved book characters The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea turns 50 this year and the celebrations will begin at this year’s 
Barnes Children’s Literature Festival on Saturday 12th and Sunday 
13th May. This seems only fitting, since the eponymous tiger was 
created by long-time Barnes resident Judith Kerr and the book has 
sold more than five million copies since it was first published in 1968. 

So it seems appropriate too that Judith has designed this year’s 
Festival poster. Festival fans know that every year a well-known 
author or illustrator is invited to add something of their own to 
the poster – last year’s starred Axel Scheffler’s Stick Man – and 
Judith’s version will feature her famous characters as well as some 
beautiful new hand-drawn decorations.

On Saturday 12th May, Judith will be appearing at the Festival 
with her dear friend John Burningham, the award-winning author 
and illustrator of Borka, Cloudland and so many other favourite 
storybooks. The programme will also include a tiger-themed tea 
party with balloons, bunting and party hats as well as a couple of 
surprise guests! 

Barnes is London’s largest dedicated children’s literature festival. 
There will be more than 60 fun family events around Barnes over 
the Festival weekend, as well as numerous free activities. The full 
programme can be found on barneskidslitfest.org/. Tickets go on 
sale this month (March). 

Introducing the new Education and Community Outreach 
Programme 
The Barnes Children’s Literature Festival was created to inspire the 
next generation of readers and writers and to ensure that every child 
can have the Festival experience. In addition, this year’s Festival 
introduces a new Education and Community Outreach Programme. 

The Education Programme will 
provide two days of special 
sessions for local primary school 
children, introducing them to 
some of their favourite authors 
and illustrators, who will be 
exploring a variety of topics 
linked to the London curriculum.

On Thursday 10th May there 
will be three sessions for 
students at Key Stage 1 (Years 
1 & 2), where they will meet 
the multi-award-winning author 
and illustrator Petr Horacek and 
explore Indian folktales with Chitra Soundar. 

This will be followed by three sessions on Friday 11th May for 
students at Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6), which will feature the hilarious 
performance poet Joshua Siegal, whose latest book I Don’t Like 
Poetry was nominated for last year’s Laugh Out Loud Book Awards. 

The Festival is providing the Education Programme free to every 
student, teacher and librarian in state primary schools in London; 
more information can be found at barneskidslitfest.org/schools.

The Barnes Children’s Literature Festival is proudly presented in 
partnership with the BCA, the University of Roehampton and the 
Barnes Bookshop. Make sure you keep your eye on their Facebook 
and Twitter accounts for all the latest Festival news.

If you would like to volunteer for the Education Programme or over 
the Festival weekend, the organisers would love to hear from you 
at: getinvolved@barneskidslitfest.org.

Barnes Children’s Literature Festival celebrates the Year of the Tiger

Go, Orange – Go, Barnes!
Barnes Swimming Club (BSC) Masters Squad recently competed in the 
South East Region Long Course Masters Swimming Championships 
at the K2 Leisure Centre in Crawley. Some 18 swimmers took part, 
achieving a fantastic combined tally of nine gold, seven silver and five 
bronze medals. The age range of the swimmers varied from the  
19-24 category right up to the 70-74 age group. 

Relay placings were a source of pride. In the 4 x 50m medley relay the 
women’s 120+ group took first place with the equivalent men’s squad 
taking second. In the men’s 200+ category the BSC swimmers came 
third. The 4 x 100m freestyle relays saw another first place position 
for the 120+ women’s and men’s squads, with the 200+ men’s group 
coming third. A great team display, once again, from the BSC Masters.

See the Barnes Swimming Club website; barnessc.org; for more 
information.

6th, 13th
20th March
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A Viennese Quartet Party
As part of the Wathen Hall 2017-2018 series the critically 
acclaimed string quartet, The Revolutionary Drawing Room, 
will be performing A Viennese Quartet Party at Wathen Hall, St 
Paul’s School, Barnes on Tuesday 13th March at 7.30pm. The 
programme will include:

Vanhal Quartet in E Flat Major, Haydn Quartet in G Major, Mozart 
Quartet in B Flat Major ‘Hunt’, Dittersdorf Quartet No.6 in A Major. 

This performance will also feature radio broadcaster Zeb Soanes, 
reading as Michael Kelly the Irish tenor who witnessed these 
pieces performed in Vienna in the 18th century, providing 
insight into a very rare occasion in musical history.

For more information on The Revolutionary Drawing Room, 
please visit revolutionarydrawingroom.com.

Ticket prices are £15 for adults, £10 for concessions and may be 
reserved at trybooking.co.uk/dmc. 

If you have any queries, please address them to Alex Bazalgette 
at bazalgettea@stpaulsschool.org.uk.

At Richmond Park Academy students 
continue to show that their educational 
achievements can break glass ceilings. 
Having taken a year off after their A-levels, 
two sixth-formers, Charlotte Hall and 
Sophie Heath, will be Oxford-bound this 
autumn to take up places at St Hilda’s 
and Balliol. These exceptional students 
will join a long list of famous alumni from 
both colleges, among them Susan Kramer, 
Wendy Cope, Barbara Pym, Aldous Huxley 
Graham Greene, Peter Snow, Chris Patten, 
several prime ministers and a good handful 
of Archbishops of Canterbury. 

Charlotte, formerly a student of the 
German school in Ham, is a fluent German 
speaker. She says that she gave a lot 
of consideration to her A-level choices 
because she believes that you need 
motivation to persevere. Her A-level 
results reflect that because she achieved 

four As. She says, “Success is all about 
perseverance and, as I take on dual Honours 
in English and German I’ll need that. I am 
really looking forward to working in a 
university environment which encourages 
smaller debates and I’m very excited about 
exploring texts chronologically and seeing 
how different movements across time 
influence each other.”

Sophie Heath is a Barnes girl who went to 
East Sheen Primary. She achieved three 
A*s and one A. When asked about her time 
at RPA she says, “I find it very difficult to 
talk about my school without sounding like 
an advertisement. This is a bright place to 
learn. I’ve been here since I was 11 and I 
owe most of what I am to the teachers and 
people I’ve met here. And yes, honestly, at 
RPA the sky’s the limit. See what I mean 
about sounding like an advert?”

At Balliol, Sophie will read English 

Language and 
Literature. She says, 
“I am really looking 
forward to studying 
Medieval Literature 
because I’ve never done anything like that 
before and I know I will find the history 
really interesting.”

RPA’s principal, Paul Mundy-Castle, who 
encouraged both girls to apply to Oxford, 
says, “We have high expectations at RPA. 
One is that our students will attend the 
best universities in the country. I didn’t 
expect that it would happen so soon but 
I am delighted for both students. Much of 
our A-level teaching is comparable to the 
top 10% of the country’s so it is gratifying 
to see that reflected in the outcomes our 
students have achieved.”

Mona Adams 
Parent and Community Advisory Board

Richmond Park Academy students bound for Oxford

The Seine is wider in Le Pecq than in the centre of Paris but Barnes’s 
‘twin’ town did not escape the recent flooding.

Photos courtesy of Jacques Sfiligoi

A couple of weeks later, all change as heavy snowfalls brought Paris to a 
halt. The Eiffel Tower even had to close, but the banks of the Seine in  

Le Pecq looked as pretty as ever.
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The Poverty Exhibition at the Museum of Richmond until Saturday 21st April explores the history of 
Workhouses and Almshouses in the local area, the individuals who worked to alleviate the suffering of 
the poor and the charities that continue to offer support today. 

The exhibition includes the 1886 Richmond Union Workhouse Plan, on display for the first time at 
the Museum. The plan has been conserved and is used to explore many issues relating to the history 
of workhouses, including Barnes Workhouse. 

In 1758, the Barnes Vestry converted tenements belonging to the parish into the Barnes Workhouse. 
By 1777, these buildings were no longer suitable and a new workhouse was built on Barnes 
Common, which remained on this site until the inmates were 
moved to Richmond in 1836. The building on Barnes Common 
was let out as a private residence, renamed the Manor House, 
and in the 1920s became a hotel before it was demolished in 
the 1950s. 

This is a timely and relevant exhibition exploring poverty and 
homelessness, and engaging visitors with a different side of local 
history. It also brings these issues up to date in relation to the 
charities working in the area today.

The exhibition is supported by The Richmond Parish Lands 
Charity, the Richmond Charities, and Barnes Workhouse Fund, 
as well as a number of generous individual donations.

Museum of Richmond: 2nd Floor, Old Town Hall, Whittaker 
Avenue, Richmond, TW9 1TP. Opening hours: Tuesday-
Friday 11am-5pm and Saturday (April-September) 11am-
5pm/ Saturday (October-March) 11am-4pm. Enquiries 
8332 1141 or email info@museumofrichmond.com, website 
museumofrichmond.com.

Background
Hammersmith Bridge was built in 1887 and is one of the 
most loved and most photographed Thames crossings. 
It is a Grade II* listed structure. However, it has a very 
high traffic volume for its age, with more than 20,000 
vehicles crossing it every day. It was never designed to 
carry this volume and the weight of traffic and constant 
vibration from those vehicles damages the bridge and 
road surface. The iconic bridge currently has a 7.5 tonne 
weight restriction, with priority for single-decker buses 
and emergency vehicles.

While the bridge has been refurbished in the past, major 
intervention is necessary to ensure the bridge is fit for purpose 
in the future and it is now time for the bridge to undergo a full 
refurbishment. This will include strengthening work and a full 
resurfacing that will last for many years.

Full refurbishment
Major repair works to the bridge are expected to start in late 2018. 
Specialist contractors are currently assessing the precise scope of 
the works. Exact timescales and costs for the refurbishment will be 
confirmed once this assessment work has been completed.

The refurbishment work will include 
overall strengthening of the structure 
and an improved road surface, 
benefitting motorists and cyclists. 
Ahead of this work, two week-long 
sets of interim repairs were completed 
in February and October 2017. We 
hope these repairs will keep the bridge 
operational until the full refurbishment 
works start. The works included 
replacing 240 of the bridge’s 999 deck 
and road surface panels.

Emergency repairs
The bridge has an old and complex structure, caters for high 
volumes of traffic and has been in need of urgent repair for some 
time. This means it is possible that further emergency repairs may 
be required between now and the full refurbishment.

Who is responsible for the bridge?
While the bridge and road surface are owned and maintained day 
to day by Hammersmith & Fulham Council, TfL is responsible for 
managing daily bus services across the bridge.

Hammersmith & Fulham Council is working in close partnership with 
TfL and Richmond Council to develop and deliver the repair works 

with the minimum possible disruption for 
residents and passengers.

Enquiries and further information
For any enquiries, please email Hammersmith 
& Fulham Council’s transport team at 
bridgeproject@lbhf.gov.uk.

For further information please see the TfL 
website: tfl.gov.uk/hammersmith-bridge. 

For enquiries relating to bus services, please 
email TfL at buses@tfl.gov.uk.

Hammersmith Bridge repairs 

Poverty Exhibition at the Museum of Richmond
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The days are slowly starting to get longer 
and as winter is beginning to loosen its grip, 
it’s the perfect time of year to get out and 
see life springing up all around the reserve. 
Birds are singing, flowers are starting to 
bloom, reptiles are starting to emerge from 
hibernation and summer migrants such 
as little ringed plover, 
redshank and sand 
martins start making their 
first appearances at the 
Wetland Centre. 
What’s more, there’s 
nothing quite like seeing 
great crested grebes 
‘walking’ on water 
during their remarkable 
courtship displays. Don’t 
know what we’re talking 
about? Then keep your 
eyes peeled during your 
next visit and you may be 
lucky enough to see this 
amazing ritual yourself. 
So, take advantage and 
get outdoors to see if you 

can spot these wonderful sights of spring. 
You might be surprised to see just how 
much life there is all around you! 
From Friday 30th March to Sunday 15th 
April, bring your friends and family and 
follow Dusty’s Easter Giant Duck Hunt 
around this beautiful nature reserve. Some 

of our ducklings appear 
to have gone missing 
– can you help us find 
them?  You’ll need all 
your special detective 
skills to track them. 
Look up as well as 

down – our ducks like to perch 
above you sometimes. They also 
love splashing around, so they 
won’t be far from the water. 
If you find them all you’ll win a 
prize! As well as searching for 
our giant ducks, there are also 
lots of Dusty’s ducky cousins to 
see, plus join our team for a spot 
of Pond Dipping or find out how 
to build a nest during one of the 
Wild Play sessions.
For more information on all our 
events, prices or to book please 
call 8409 4400 or email info.
london@wwt.org.uk.

Maria Zuckschwert 
Acting Marketing Manager

Spring’s surprises

Tuesday Talks
Barnes Green Centre 

Coffee from 10.30am; Talk at 11am (40 mins) 
Everyone welcome!

6th March John Lawrence: Land of the Pharoahs
13th March David Clarke: RNLI on the Thames
20th March Marie Gray: Independent Age 
27th March Natasha Guttmann: My Anglo-Russian family
3rd April Ludmila Stane: The Velehrad Centre 
10th April Helen Deaton: The History of Mortlake Schools
17th April Jarrett Wilson:  How leprosy changed my life

Friday Lunchtime Concerts
St Michael’s Community Centre, Barnes, 12.30-1.30pm 

Light lunch with musical entertainment
2nd March Big Heart Band

 Suggested donation of £5 to cover lunch costs

How Barn Elms became the 
London Wetland Centre
First as Barn Elms, then the Ranelagh Club, and now the 
London Wetland Centre, an oasis of green and water tucked 
away in suburbia has provided a focal point for Barnes for 
many years.

Its history will be spelt out at the annual general meetings 
of Barnes and Mortlake History Society on Thursday 15th 
March at 8pm. This will be held at the Barnes Green Centre 
(a late change from the advertised venue of All Saints, East 
Sheen). 

Maria Zuckschwert of the Wetland Centre’s marketing 
department will speak on The Making of the Wetlands Trust 
Centre in Barnes, outlining what has been achieved in the 
18 years since it was established.

The talk will follow the AGM, but the Society is noted for 
the efficient fashion in which it disposes of formal matters 
each March with the business agenda at AGMs usually 
resolved within 15 minutes or so. In other words – there 
is no reason for visitors, let alone members, to miss these 
meetings on the grounds that they might be bored! Visitors 
are welcome on payment of £2. 

Murray Hedgcock

Barnes Pond antiques & collectables market 
returns Saturday 7th April 
The popular monthly outdoor Antiques & Collectables market around Barnes Pond returns 
on Saturday 7th April from 9am-4pm. Stalls will once again offer an eclectic mix of antiques, 
collectables, jewellery, books, art, small vintage furniture and craft items. 

The market will continue to operate monthly right through to October on the first Saturday 
of each month (5th May, 2nd June, 7th July, 4th Aug, 1st Sep, 6th Oct). 
For more details contact Simon on 8878 9223.


